4/28 GT Goals
Task #15 Mummification School
· Mummification Lottery – Sign up if you want a shot at a being an embalmer and making a mummy.

· Work on your mummification questions while I get the materials to make the mummy ready.

· All students are novice scribes today.  You will need to prepare your palette (pencil/pen and paper).  Create a header.  All scribes need to write an 8 sentence paragraph describing in detail the mummifying procedure observed today.

1. Weight the draining tray on the triple beam balance.  Remove the chicken from the wrapping and place in the draining tray.   Weigh the chicken (weigh tray with bird in it).  Record the weight.  _____  grams
2. Observe the condition and appearance of the Bird and report to novice scribes.   Be detailed
3. Thoroughly dry the chicken.  Wipe the exterior of the bird until the paper towels stick to the skin.  Stuff the internal cavity of the bird with paper towels to absorb any liquid.  Remove paper towels and repeat.

4. Take the large ziplock bag and pour one box of baking soda and two boxes of salt.  Seal the ziplock bag and mix the two components together.  Pour the salt/soda mixture into the drying tray.    What ratio of salt to baking soda the embalmers use?
5. Pour some rubbing alcohol onto a paper towel and clean the chicken so that bacteria will not grow on the chicken during this process.  

6. Place the chicken into the drying tub with the soda/salt mixture.  

7. Rub the exterior and the interior of the bird with fragrant spices—cumin, rosemary, thyme, and cinnamon (be sure to leave enough for two more periods).  

8. Fill the cavity of the bird with the salt/soda mixture.

9. Place the chicken in a zip lock bag and pour remaining salt/soda mixture around the bird, rubbing some of the salt into the skin.  Try to keep the salt from collecting in the zip lock portion of the plastic bag so that it will seal properly.
10. Close the bag tightly and place in another zip lock bag.  

11. Write your Period on the ziplock bag and place in storage container.
12. Wait 6-8 days, drain, and repeat the procedure.  Do this every 10 days, three more times.
13. To complete the mummification you will need…

14. amulets for placing on the body and in the wrappings of the mummy

15. a mummy mask (yes, for a headless bird) that reflects ancient Egyptian mummy masks

16. a shoe box or other container that has been decorated with spells from the Book of the Dead and the Ceremony of the Opening of the Mouth.  You might even do nesting Sarcophagi

17. If we had the “innards” we could even create canopic jars, but we don’t.
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