NHD Performance Content Organizer

· Prepare a script. Brainstorm with general ideas and how they might be presented.  If a group is performing, each member should describe different ways in which characters might interact. 
-Make sure your script contains references to the historical evidence found in your research. 
-Using actual dialogue, quotations, or brief excerpts from speeches are good ways to put historical detail into your performance. 
-Remember that your script should center on the thesis statement, supporting statements, and the conclusion that you developed from your research.

· Prepare the set. Think about different types of sets that might help depict your topic. Is there a prop that is central to the story?

· Prepare the blocking. To "block" a performance is to determine where the actors will stand, move, and/or relate to the set. You should think about these movements when deciding what type of set to design. 

· Prepare the costuming. Good costumes help make a performer convincing, but make sure they are appropriate to the topic. You do not need to purchase or make an elaborate costume - sometimes simple works best (e.g. white shirt and dark pants/skirt can fit almost any time period).

· Practice, practice, practice! Work on speaking clearly, pronouncing all words correctly, and projecting your voice so that the judges and the audience can hear every word. Rehearse with the set and full costumes as often as possible. 

Sample Format 

This Sample Format illustrates how your script should be presented. You may have one contributing writer, or several. You may have just a small number of characters, or a large cast. You may have one act, or two, or three. You may choose to have multiple scenes within your acts. All of these variations are perfectly fine! 

THE TITLE OF THE STORY IS CENTERED
LIKE THIS AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE

CONTRIBUTING WRITER(S):
 (please note first name & first initial of last name only, please)
Writer #1, age ___
Writer #2, age ___
Writer #3, age ___

CHARACTERS, in order of Appearance:


Character #1
Character #2
Character #3
Character #4
Character #5
Character #6
Character #7
Character #8

ACTS, SCENES & BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS:
ACT I -Describe where Act I takes place.
ACT II - Describe where Act II takes place.
ACT III -Describe where Act III takes place. (You may add other information, depending on the story, such as "the next day"; "after the storm"; "many years later".)  

ACT I - [describe where Act I takes place] 

CHARACTER #1:
Indicate here the opening words that Character #1 will say. 

CHARACTER #2:
[you can use brackets to show how the line should be read - surprised? angry? sad?] Indicate here the opening words that Character #2 will say. 

CHARACTER #1:
Again, indicate what words Character #1 should say. Notice that each character's name appears in capital letters, followed by a colon and a line space. This way, the actors will be easily able to find their lines on the page. 

 ... Now you're ready to write your script! 

A few tidbits: 

· Remember to start each new Act or Scene at the top of a page. 

· Imagine your play as if it were acted out in your mind. Imagine you're in the audience watching the play. Think to yourself: What would make this play even more interesting? 

· Humor is great -- don't be afraid to include jokes! 
