Growing Mesopotamia:  5 Steps to Becoming an Empire
GT Final Project Quarter 2 2013
How do you determine if something is a civilization? How did ancient Mesopotamian civilizations form?  What are the characteristic elements of Mesopotamian civilizations?  (Hint:  there are 5)  Why are these characteristics necessary for a civilization?  How were Mesopotamian civilizations able to be successful and thrive? Your project assignment is to report the development of civilization in the Fertile Crescent by creating a Newspaper with headlines, articles, pictures, captions, maps, graphs, and other fascinating facts.  
Pick an ancient Mesopotamian civilization and research stories for your newspaper.  I’ve included a list of reliable sites.   The examples shown have been tailored for a newspaper about Akkadia because of the amount of information available for that period. However, with some adaptation and additional research, you can do your newspaper on one civilization or a combination of Mesopotamian civilizations (Sumeria, Akkadia, Babylonia, Assyria, Hittites, Medea, Phoenicia, or Persia). If you do a combination make sure that each newspaper item you create shows clearly which civilization is involved, what time period, and what geographic area (city or region).   There are plenty of online and book materials to use for your research.  If you are having trouble finding material for a specific Mesopotamian civilizations then switch to another Mesopotamian civilization.
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Here are some examples of features common to most newspapers. 
1. News and Current Affairs Reports (e.g. Sargon of Akkad vs. Sumer—Wins Battle of Uruk!  or Scribes Tally Record Breaking Harvest using new Cuneiform Tablets)

2. Editorial Section and Letters to the Editor (e.g. letters for and against Naram-Sin's attack upon the city of Nippur)

3. Entertainment & Arts Section (e.g. a review of a poem such as Exaltation of Inanna by Enheduanna, the "wife (Sumerian "dam" = high priestess) of Nanna; or a description of the Stele of Vultures,)
4. Religion Reports (e.g. The Epic of Gilgamesh—A Smash Hit)
5. Sports Reports (e.g. report from an early Sumer wrestling match)
6. Advertisements (e.g. pottery, seafood, shipwrights, masons, etc.)

7. Weather Reports (e.g. Horrible drought causes crop failure—When will it rain?)

8. Gossip Column (e.g. Naram-Sin and the Curse-Is it really his fault? Sargon’s birth-Fact or Fiction)
9. Astrology Column (e.g. latest prophesies from the chief god/goddess)

10. Obituaries (e.g. invent an obituary for a ruler from Akkadia or Sumer).
11. Interviews (e.g. the advice of an Akkadian father to his son)
Use the links found at the following Hotlist to gather information about your chosen civilization and make 'journalistic' notes. From these you will write your newspapers, ideally on a computer using a word processing package that allows you to alter fonts, type size, and column widths. 
http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/pages/listgrowingkr.html
Here are the areas your paper must cover: Check them off as you do them so that you don’t miss any of them.
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__________ Tame the Flood and Farm the Land—Agricultural Revolution (water, animals, plants)
__________ City Building 101—Rise of Government
__________ Mankind’s Burning Question—Organized Religion (Who are we?  Where are we?  How did we get here?  Why are we here?)
__________ From Counting the Harvest to Hammurabi’s Laws—Development of Writing
__________  Time on Your Hands? —Job Specialization and Social Classes

__________ My Ziggurat’s bigger than yours! —Arts, Architecture, and Public Works 

__________ Talk to the Man/Woman?  Interview a famous figure from your civilization and report that interview.

Newspaper templates 
Open Microsoft Publisher, click on Publications for Print, Open Newsletters, Choose a template to use for your Newspaper 
I don’t have access to the next resource at school.  There are some great free newspaper templates at this website.  Keep in mind that is you use them, you have to download them to your computer and won’t be able to use them at school http://newspapertemplate.net/
Here are some examples of how this assignment might look.  Look at the book titles for ideas.  History News Book Series http://candlewick.com/cat.asp?browse=Series&page=1&mode=list&series=197&bkview=p&pix=y
Mesopotamian Newspaper Grading Criteria
News Stories

· Answers basic information questions "what-where-when-why-who-how?"

· Interviewed eye-witness

· Background information given

· Accurate, well researched

· In the style of a news reporter 

Editorial & Letter to the Editor

· Gives two distinct points of view

· Gives reasons for point of view and has convincing arguments

· Related to the main news article 

Religion Report

· Answers basic information questions "what-where-when-why-who-how?"

· Accurate according to the time

· Describes event or issue with good detail

· In the style of a reporter 

Entertainment Review

· Accurate according to the time

· Describes event with good detail

· Gives a point of view/opinion in the style of a critic.

Sports Report 

· Accurate according to the time

· Describes event with good detail

· In the style of a reporter 

Want Ads / Advertisements 

· Identifies objects for sale appropriate to that time

· Describes object/gives qualities

· Uses techniques of persuasion 

Other Articles    Weather Report, Gossip Column, Astrology Column, Obituaries 

· Accurate according to the time

· Describes event with good detail

· In the style of a reporter 

Appearance / Neatness
General Writing Skills: 
· Spelling

· Capital letters

· Punctuation (periods, commas quotations)

· Paragraphing 

Check out my website for project examples.  (I’m building them right now and they may not be done until after the weekend.)
http://www.kbensonlsms.weebly.com
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